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1959- I had been transferred into — as a mass, not as individuals 

his outfit. Marine Air Control — was so real that he couldn't 

gf$'<j ua dr on Nine in Santa Ana, concentrate on his own affairs. 

i m ; Instead, he was busy solving 


Part 2 



Lee Harvey Oswald once told \ California, 
me 

'mode | _ ^ _ _ ^ 

relevant connection to life on this discussions. and wars were more challenging . 

planet. Though some Marxists Sometimes we both took the p^nto ‘him chan, say, whether his 
lose all feeling for people as in- side of the atheists (which we both shoes were shined before re- 
el i v i a u a 1 s and worry only about were ) and argued with the more morrow’s irispectio n. Sc he 

the state* this did not happen excitable Christians in. the outfit, always stood inspection with 

to Oswald. * / At other times we practiced our . unshined shoes. 

i have never known a person arguments on each other. The re- When he was punished for it, 

more motivated by what appeared suit was that we developed a close he said he was being picked on, 

to bo a genuine concern for the kinship tempered with sharp : put that it didn't matter, 

human race than Lee Harvey Os- differences.; He would be remembered and 

w&lti. He was moved by- what We were never close friends, his tormentors /would be for- 

the pure st Oswald wasn't the type - to form gotten,' he said. 
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Kerry Thorn ley is a young writer who was a 5 


fV] 1 Marine Corps buddy of Lee Harvey Oswald, 

.' s ' •• V . ' ' ■ V '••ij • 

,S ’ A '- • President Kennedy's accused assassin. 
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This is the second of a series of four articles 
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mjssionyas anyexpert witness, obviously knew 
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family — and perhaps even better than they. 
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on the personality of Oswald and heips to 



years from now people would. But if freedom was being Instead, as far back as ha could 
look in history books and say, choked off in his own country, remember Oswald. was an object 
‘Well, this man was ahead of 


ahead of Oswald believed it must exist of ridicule. For instance, in 1952, 
his time/ * 9 . . somewhere, when he moved with his mother to 

i r ou see how his mind worked* And the only possible place for New York other children teased 

What^ could this "man of the fu- such freedom had to be on the him about his Texas accent, 

cure*’ care if his shoes were other side of the Iron Cumin. If And in 1954, upon returning to 

smudged? freedom wasn't there, it was the South, ha found the children 

Marxism and his own place in . nowhere. in his ninth grade class laughed 

die xuiure worid were not all that So despite some hesitation, Lee at him because of his acquired 

Oswald thought about. meant it when he said his religion northern accent. 

He had some; definite ideas was Communism. After, he joined the Marines in 

about the U*S. and capitalism. • And, tragically, his r e l i g i o n 1956, he got nicknamed "Ozzie 

He thougnt that the capitalistic j was Communism not because it Rabbit/' after a cartoon 
nations, and especially the ;U.S V ' was superior, but because he : character, 
were moving toward dictatorship, couldn't ‘find a better alternative 1/1:;;, Like "many men who are laughed 

Lee took refuge in being a com- 
' ' made jokes at his own 
e xpe ns e, perhaps in hope s he 
lixore to say about this later be** needed power. would beat others to the punch, 

cause it had a lot to do With Lee's And as a private in the Marine , He joked a lot about Commun- 
defecting to die Soviet Union alter . Corns, he didn't have too much ■ -Jam whpn adv 

he got 







listen, Lee exclaimed in a mock 
Russian accent, "Ah, a collective 

farm lecture 1° 

Sometimes he referred to him- 
self and. others as "comrade,” 
Even when his jokes had no direct 
relation to Communism/ he still 
c r a c k e d them in his Russian 
accent, 

in a group, Lee v/as loud and 
boisterous, joking or arguing the 
case for Communism, or both. 

As you might expect, his loud- 
mou thed wit often got him in 
trouble when he tried in on a 
humorless officer. 
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By observing Oswald alone and 
in a group, I was able to draw 
some more conclusions about this 
unhappy Marine, 

I learned that in OswakTs own 
eyes he w as two conflicting 
things. On one hand he was Os- 
wald the Oppressed. On the other 
he was 1 Oswald the Great, the 
? future liberator of the hu- 
r man race. 

Oswald the Great lived 
within the s h e 11 of O s w a 1 d the 
Oppressed. 

All that Oswald the Oppressed 
had to do was throw off his chains, 
at which time Oswald the Great 
would step out of the shell and 
Oswald die Oppressed would be 
. 
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turbed about what he called U.S. 
imperialism. 

This imperialism, Oswald 
said, was the conduct of U.S. 
servicemen in their dealing with 
the Japanese and other Far East- 
ern peoples. 

Just before I shipped out, Lee 
and I had a heated diso'^cicn on 
the subject. 

I challenged him to back uo 
Soviet propaganda about U.S*. 
imperialism. 

At this time he became very 
excited. "If you ever go over- 
sees, Thornley, you'll see what I 
mean,” adding that our fellow 
Marines equalled any Nazi storm 
trooper for brutality, given the 
opportunity to get away with it. 
His face became chalky as he 
r/ discussed this and he appeared to 
; / be genuinely sickened, so I did 
not press him for details. 

In the course of my tour I saw 
perhaps a half-dozen incidents of 
. brutality on the part of Americans 
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And when he ended up swabbing, 
raking or picking up cigarette 
butts he would complain he was 
being picked on. 

But he didn't mind it when the // 
other troops returned his smart- 
alec quips. And he did not seem 
to mind such nicknames as 3 
"Comrade Oswaldovitch” as long 
as he was the center of attention .8 
in a large group. 

However, he didn't go for ceas- 
ing on a person-to-person basis. 

Iremember one time Ian- / 
swered one cf his complaints 
about the Corps by saying: 

"We.ll, Lee, when the re vo- 
lution comes you can chance 
all that,” g 

He gave me a look of pained 
surprise and shouted, "Not you 
too, Thornleyi” And he walked 
away without another word. 

When he wasn’t in a crowd, he /•;/ 
wasn't so bad, especially in a 
. serious discussion. 

Then he didn't have a front to 
keep up and, without an audience, 
he would more often admit he was 
wrong on a point. 

14 



destroyed forever. 

I saw Oswald for the last time \ 

when I transferred to Japan, 
where Lee had already served. 

But instead of forgetting about 

Lee, I became more aware of his toward natives of the Far East, 
thinking because of conditions These ranged from the beating 
that he and I both observed of taxi drivers to the dropping of 
in Japan. a garbage-filled crate from a ship 

Oswald, the Warren Commis- onto an old man's back, 
sion reported, once said, "The "■/ y I heard of a dozen more, usually 
thing that turned me to Marxism' in the form of boasts, 
was my service in Japan.” & . I call this sort of tiling juvenile 
He said conditions over there / delinquency. Oswald called it U.S. 
convinced -him something was imperialism, 
v/rong with the American system, 

and that Marxism was the prob- — ■ ■ - NEXT MONTH 

able answer. 

It was in Japan, he said, that he 

made up his mind to go to Russia ZU * DIOESI 

and see for himself how a revolu- p _ __ 

tionary society operates. rsuxl l rlrizjii, 

I did not find conditions in Japan • 

that bad. But Lee was very dis- OSWALD INSANE ?? 
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